
Economically Valuable Areas for Bottom Trawl
vs. Coral-Sponge Protection Areas

Trawl Data: DFO Observer, 1996-2002; Sponge Reef 
Locations: NRCan; CSPAs: LOS Analysis (2005).
Mapping & Analysis: Living Oceans Society (LOS).       April 2013
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Using historical average prices, we estimated the value of every bottom trawl
tow, 1996-2002.  Then we calculated the value per unit of effort (dollars), and 
used a density analysis to identify areas of higher value. It turns out that
while some of the proposed Coral-Sponge Protection Areas (CSPA) are in
higher value areas, many are not. Overall, they represent medium value. On
the other hand, they encompass almost all the coral and sponge bycatch.
We expect  that many commercial fishes would swim outside the CSPAs and
be caught. Others would build up spawning biomass.                                  

On average, CSPAs are of medium economic value...
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The CSPAs contain how much of ...
BC's Seafloor (0-2000m):           8%
1996-02 Trawl Tows:                24%
1996-02 Trawl Landings:          30%
1996-02 Catch Value:               31%
1996-02 C-S Bycatch:              97%
1996-02 C-S CPUE*:                98%
*Catch per unit of effort


