COMPARING PROPOSED CHANGES
RESTORING LOST PROTECTIONS
BEFORE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
AFTER PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
Not all ﬁsh and ﬁsh habitat protected; only those related to a
commercial, recrea�onal or Aboriginal ﬁshery protected

Protec�on of all ﬁsh and ﬁsh habitat

NEW MODERN SAFEGUARDS
BEFORE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
AFTER PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
No explicit reference to considera�on of the rights of Indigenous peoples,
and their unique knowledge, to inform decision making

Provided Indigenous tradi�onal knowledge must inform habitat
decisions
Requirement to consider adverse eﬀects of decisions on the rights of
Indigenous peoples

Ability to enter into certain agreements restricted to provinces and
territories only

Added ability to enter into agreements with Indigenous governing
bodies as well as provinces and territories

No provisions regarding the independence of inshore licence holders

Provisions allowing for recogni�on of social, economic and cultural
factors, as well as the preserva�on or promo�on of the independence
of licence holders in commercial inshore ﬁsheries
Enabling regula�ons to support independent inshore licence holders

No tools to quickly implement in-season ﬁsheries restric�ons to address
unforeseen conserva�on and management issues

Ability to put in place targeted short-term measures to quickly and
eﬀec�vely respond to unforeseen threats to the management of
ﬁsheries and to the conserva�on of ﬁsh

Uncertainty as to when authoriza�ons are required for development
projects

Clarity on which types of projects require authoriza�ons through
permi�ng and codes of prac�ce

Lack of transparency regarding authoriza�on decisions for projects; no
requirement to publicly release informa�on on these decisions

Requirement to publicly release informa�on on project decisions
through an online registry

No tools to address long-term marine conserva�on

Ability to create long-term area-based restric�ons on ﬁshing ac�vi�es
to protect marine biodiversity

No speciﬁc provisions to address whales in cap�vity

A prohibi�on on ﬁshing cetaceans with intent to take them into
cap�vity unless authorized by the Minister in circumstances where the
animal is injured, in distress or in need of care

No legal requirements related to rebuilding ﬁsh stocks

Minister must consider whether stock rebuilding measures are in place
when making a ﬁsheries management decision that would impact a
depleted stock
Enabling regula�ons respec�ng the rebuilding of ﬁsh stocks

An�quated provision for the management oﬀences under the Fisheries
Act, o�en leading to costly and long court processes

Ability to address Fisheries Act oﬀences outside of court using
alterna�ve measures agreements, which reduces costs and repeat
oﬀences

No provisions to restore degraded habitat as part of development project
reviews

Provisions to consider restora�on priori�es as part of development
project reviews

Insuﬃcient capacity to enforce provisions under the Act

Enhanced enforcement and monitoring capacity on the water and for
projects

